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Summary of L egidation: (1) Thisbill would require a school corporation to conduct at least 180 student
instructional days and five professional development days during which students are not required to be in
attendance during a school year, beginning with the 2000-2001 school year.

(2) It would establish a Professional Development Grant Program, administered by the Department of
Education (the Department), to provide funds for professional development activities during the additional
days. It would establish application criteriafor the funds.

Effective Date: July 1, 1999.

Explanation of State Expenditures: (2) Thisbill would require the Department to do the following: 1)
administer aprofessional devel opment grant program through which aschool corporation may receivefunds
for activitiesit carries out during the five professional development days required by thisbill; 2) distribute
to school corporations professional development plan evaluation criteria; and 3) eval uateand approve school
corporation professional development plans.

The Department would incur aminimal increase in administrative time and cost fulfilling the requirements
of thishill. Itislikely that the Department could absorb these costswithinitsexisting budget. However, there
isapossibility that the Department would need to hire onefull-time staff in order to satisfy the requirements
of thishill.

The funds and resources required above could be supplied through a variety of sources, including the
following: 1) existing staff and resources not currently being used to capacity; 2) existing staff and resources
currently being used in another program; 3) authorized, but vacant, staff positions, including those positions
that would need to be reclassified; 4) funds that, otherwise, would be reverted; or 5) new appropriations.
Ultimately, the source of funds and resources required to satisfy this portion of the bill would depend upon
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legidlative and administrative actions.

No appropriation is made in this bill regarding professional development grants, nor does the bill state the
amount of each professional development grant.

Explanation of State Revenues:

Explanation of L ocal Expenditures: (1) This bill would require a school corporation to conduct at |east
180 student instructional daysand five professional devel opment daysduring which studentsarenot required
to be in attendance during a school year, beginning with the 2000-2001 school year.

Under current law, school corporations must conduct 180 student instructional days. This bill, in addition,
would require school corporationsto conduct five professional development days during which studentsare
not required to be in attendance.

This provision of the hill could result in additional cost to Indiana’ s 294 school corporations regarding
additional teacher/certified employee contract days in order to compensate participating teachers. This
portion of the fiscal note will be updated as information becomes available.

Explanation of L ocal Revenues: (2) This bill would allow school corporations to apply for and receive
professional development grants based on a professional development plan approved by the Department.

In order to receive a grant, school corporations would be required to develop and submit a professional
development plan including but not limited to the following: 1) afocus on professional development at the
school building level; 2) information obtained from teachers, parents, and administrators regarding
educational priorities; and 3) evaluation methods for any proposed professiona devel opment.

The effects of this portion of the bill would depend upon the number of school corporations submitting and
having professional development plans approved, and would vary from school corporation to school
corporation.

State Agencies Affected: Department of Education.

L ocal Agencies Affected: School Corporations.

Infor mation Sour ces: Bill Riley, Department of Education (317) 232-0504.
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